15:32 03Mar2006 RTRS-Italy says Libya threat does not help ties

violence.

Berlusconi then phoned Gaddafi, eager to end quickly an embarrassing
diplomatic spat ahead of elections 1in April.

But on Thursday Gaddafi dismissed the 1ink between the ricts and the
carteons, first printed in a Danish newspaper., which have sparked vioelent
protasts across the Arab world.

“Libyans hate Italy, not Denmark. Libyans look for any opportunity to
burst with anger against ILtaly since 1911 when Italy occupied Libya,” he said.

Italian politicians from all coleurs condemned Gaddafi's words and
Alessandra Mussolini, the grand-daughter of wartime Jdictator Benito Mussoelind
whoe declared Libya a part of Italy in 1938, defended the colonial rule.

"If it hadn't been for my grandfather, they would still be riding camels
with turbans on their heads," Mussoelini said.

Oppesition leaders said the government was alse at fault.

"The goverrnment <over the past years should hawe done something to resolwve
this dispute, and that has not been done, " said Massimo D'Alema, the head of
the biggest centre-left party.

Analysts said that by lashing out at the former colonial power Gaddafi was
trving to divert attention from mounting popular discontent at home.

"He is trying t¢ reunite the nation and reassert his leadership. and he's
doing this on Italy's back,® said Antoine Bashous, head of the Paris-based
Observatory of Arab Countries.

"But this is als¢e dangerous. He is giving people the gareen light for fresh
attacks."” he said.
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